GRASS... 


Grass is the forgiveness of Nature — her constant benediction. Fields 
trampled with battle, saturated with blood, torn with ruts of cannon, grow 
green again with grass, and carnage is forgotten. Streets abandoned by 
traffic become grassgrown, like rural lanes, and are obliterated. Forests 
decay, harvests perish, flowers vanish, but grass is immortal. Beleaguered 
by the sullen hosts of winter it withdraws into the impregnable fortress of 
its subterranean vitality and emerges upon the solicitation of spring. Sown 
by the winds, by wandering birds, propagated by the subtle horticulture of 
the elements which are its ministers and servants, it softens the rude outline 
of the world. It invades the solitude of deserts, climbs the inaccessible slopes 
and pinnacles of mountains, and modifies the history, character and the destiny 


of nations. 
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The Alberta families who are selected to 


receive the Master Farm Family award achieve 
the highest honour which the people of Alberta 
bestow in the field of agriculture. Many factors 
are considered in choosing the Master Farm 
Families, but none are of more importance 
than those personal and human characteristics 
which are found in all good citizens. 


The slogan of this program, “Good Farm- 
ing, Right Living, Clear Thinking’, is more 
than a catchy phrase, for these words embody 
all those basic qualities upon which the people 


have built this country. It would not be inap- 4p 
propriate, as we end the first half century and (Zs 

enter the second, to reaffirm our belief in the my o-, 
standards which these words suggest and “RD 


particularly in clear thinking, which is likely 
to be of even greater importance in the years 
to come. 


I am proud of the calibre of Alberta 
farmers and of their achievements. I welcome 
this opportunity to commend them all, espe- 
cially those who have participated in this 
program, and I] congratulate most heartily the 
five families who were declared the Master 


Farm Families of 1954. 


HONOURABLE L. C. HALMRAST, 


Minister of Agriculture. 
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1954 


ee once popular as an Indian camp ground now is 
part of the farm of Master Farmer Adam Buyer and his family. 


Mr. Buyer came with his father from North Dakota to 
Alberta in 1919. It was in 1930, after he had married, that he 
settled on what is now his farm of 1,155 cultivated acres. 


His main crops are wheat, oats and barley, and he fallows 
his land every third year. Under this program his yields have 
been very good. Native grasses provide the hay and pasture 
for the 200 pure-bred and grade Hereford cattle which balance 
his program. The Buyers also have about 100 pigs and have 
a small flock of Suffolk sheep. 


Trophies for 4-H Club work attest to the success of sons 
Daunavan and Morley in this activity at both local and national 
level. Daunavan is now completing his final year in Agricul- 
ture at the University of Alberta. Their sister, Nova, also has 
had her share of success in 4-H Girls’ Clubs. 


Future plans provide for Daunavan to take over the opera- 
tion of the farm on graduation, when his parents, with other 
members of the family, will take up residence in Carbon. 


Community activities of this family include the Telephone 
Association, the Curling Club, and the Home and School Asso- 
ciation. All members of the family also have been prominent 
in the Baptist Church and the boys have been active in base- 
ball, football and hockey. 


WHEN TILLAGE BEGINS, THE OTHER ARTS FOLLOW. FARMERS, THEREFORE, 


ARE THE FOUNDERS OF CIVILIZATION.—Daniel Webster. 


MR. AND MRS. BUYER 
CARBON 


Seuth Reqgiou 


OMe and Mrs. King came to Alberta from Ontario in 1918 
with Mr. King’s father. For eight years they fought the effects 
of drouth and poor land in the Retlaw district but in 1926 they 
acknowledged defeat and moved to High River. 


MR. AND MRS. KING 
HIGH RIVER 


After four years as a renter, Mr. King purchased his present 
holding of 800 acres. The first eight years at High River were 
not easy ones and progress was slow. They were not made 
easier by the fact that Mr. King committed himself to repay- 
ment of the extensive obligations incurred by his father by 
reason of his failure at Retlaw. These he conscientiously paid 
up. These years were not without their compensations, how- 
ever, since they made firm friends and they still pay tribute 
to the assistance of their neighbors, particularly in times of 
illness. 

Mr. King’s farming operations combine grain production 
with the finishing of commercial cattle, of which he normally 
handles about 200 head per year. Twenty-five per cent of his 


land is in forage and only about 15 per cent is fallowed. He 
milks a few cows and has some pigs and poultry — the latter 
tended by Mrs. King. 


The only son, Carman, now 37, was assisted by his father 
and now, with his wife and three handsome sons, operates a 
farm five miles east of the home place. Equipment and labor 
are shared between the two farms. 


The King home and farmstead demonstrate Mrs. King’s 
love of order and beauty. Her flower garden is a charming 
riot of color and her blooms have been prize winners. 


Contributions to community welfare are made through 
farm and church organizations, which have had a liberal share 
of their time and effort. 


I KNOW OF FEW THINGS MORE PLEASING TO THE EYE, OR MORE CAPABLE 
OF AFFORDING SCOPE AND GRATIFICATION TO A TASTE FOR THE BEAUTIFUL, 
THAN A WELL SITUATED, WELL CULTIVATED FARM.—Edward Everett. 


MIME, anion rida 


MR. AND MRS. STORCH 
GARDEN PLAINS 


a ROM Congo, Arkansas, to Hanna, Alberta, is a long trek. 
While this represents his geographical movement, W. R. Storch 
has progressed even further in some other respects. Begin- 
ning with a section of land in 1921, he now farms 1,750 acres 
to become the Master Farmer in his region for 1954. The family 
has built a farm and the members have, themselves, erected 
the home and farm buildings. 


The program is a balance between farming and ranching. 
Wheat, coarse grains and fallow, with some forage, comprise 
the cropping sequence, while commercial cattle are raised on 
the privately owned pastures and the 4,800 acres of grazing 
lease. Greater emphasis on livestock reflects the influence of 
the sons, who are farming with their father. Pure-bred Here- 
ford bulls head the herd of 75 grade cows, and calves are 
marketed in January and February as long yearlings. 


The talents of Mr. Storch and his sons complement each 
other since, while one is very interested in livestock, another 
is @ competent mechanic. Labour-saving devices include self 
feeders, watering systems, dipping tank for fence posts, grain 
tank trailers and other features. 


Community service finds outlets through the Board of 
Trade, the F.U.A., the Telephone Association, the Grazing 
Society, the School Board, the Community Club, the Hereford 
Breeders and the Lutheran Church. The various members of 


the family are active in these organizations. 


OF ALL THE OCCUPATIONS BY WHICH A LIVING IS MADE, NONE IS BETTER 
THAN AGRICULTURE, NONE MORE DELIGHTFUL, NONE MORE BECOMING TO 
THE DIGNITY OF MAN.—Cicero. 


ee Harlie Conrad walked into the Peace River area, 
via the historic Edson Trail in 1913, he brought only a pack- 
sack, a willingness to work and a faith in that pioneer land. 
> Now, 41 years later, that faith is vindicated by his family being 


MR. AND MRS. CONRAD 
CLAIRMONT 


a declared Master Farm Family. 


Born in Nova Scotia, Mr. Conrad first came west on the 
harvest excursion of 1908. Liking what he saw on that trip, he 
returned to make the 200-mile trek to the fabulous “Peace 
River Country”. In the first year he filed on a homestead near 


Grande Prairie, built a poplar log cabin and broke 10 acres. 


Just missing the first contingent of the Canadian Expe- 

ditionary Force .in 1914 he joined the Royal North-West 

Mounted Police for two years and in 1916 married Mrs. Conrad, 

who had come to Alberta from Kansas. He enlisted in the 

same year and spent 17 months overseas. Returning with his 

wife to his homestead in 1919 he resumed farming, acquired 

more land and now owns five quarters and rents two more. 
Eight hundred acres are cultivated. 

The Conrads have six children of whom four are farming. 


The cropping program comprises about 40 per cent in cereals, 


G 29 per cent in forage and 35 per cent in fallow. Livestock con- 
> ot ¢ — sists of pure-bred Shorthorn cattle, 75 pigs and some 225 head 


} of poultry. 


All worth while community projects have known the help- 


ing hands of the Conrad family, and indeed some of them owe 
their existence to this support and good judgment. A leader 
in the Agricultural Society, Mr. Conrad is also a director of the 
Clairmont Sports Association, and a member of the Legion, 
Masonic Lodge, F.U.A. and the Board of Stewards of the United 
Church. Mrs. Conrad also has been prominent in the women’s 
sphere. 


THE FIRST FARMER WAS THE FIRST MAN, AND ALL HISTORIC NOBILITY 
RESTS ON POSSESSION AND USE OF THE LAND.—Ralph Waldo Emerson. 
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Seems Arndt was born in Poland in 1901. Coming to 
Alberta in 1923, he worked for a year on a farm south of 
Edmonton and this confirmed his decision to build a future in 


agriculture in this Province. 


Four years in Drumheller coal mines with simple living 


MR. AND MRS. ARNDT 


and careful saving enabled him to make a first payment on 
BARRHEAD 


a farm four miles east of Barrhead, and to acquire the mini- 
mum in equipment. He found only 25 acres broken on this 
quarter, which carried a log shack and two log stables. 

With axe, dynamite and horses, by chopping, blasting and 
grubbing, Mr. Arndt broke 50 acres the first year and from ten 
to fifteen acres annually in succeeding years until the quarter 
was under cultivation. Supplementing farm income by a re- 
turn to the mines and by hard work and frugality, he 
progressed even through the ‘‘dirty thirties”’. 


Mr. and Mrs. Arndt were married in 1932 and have three 
children — Irvine, 20, Leonard, 18, and Emily, 16. The boys 
have finished their academic education and Leonard is taking 
the course at Vermilion School of Agriculture. Both will farm 


on land which has been purchased. 


The family now has 335 acres under cultivation on three 
quarter sections and there is still some 60 acres in bush. The 
cropping program consists of three years of cereal crops and 
three years of forage. The cattle herd comprises 23 grade Hol- 
steins and 22 head of mixed cattle headed by a pure-bred 
Holstein bull purchased through the Department's Improve- 
ment Policy. In addition, there are normally about 100 pigs, 
100 turkeys and 100 laying hens. 

The Arndt family is active in the F.U.A., the Agricultural 
Society, 4-H Clubs, the Chamber of Commerce and the 
Lutheran Church. Their modern home is tastefully land- 


scaped. 


FROM THE LAND COMES EVERYTHING THAT SUPPORTS LIFE, EVERYTHING 
WE USE FOR THE SERVICE OF LIVING.—Henry Ford. 
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THE BUYER FARM 


LET THE FARMER FOREVER BE HONORED IN HIS CALLING; FOR THEY WHO 
LABOR IN THE EARTH ARE THE CHOSEN PEOPLE OF GOD.—Thomas Jefferson. 


Master Farm families 


J. G. DUSSEAULT FAMILY 

W. J. EDGAR FAMILY 

L. R. JENSEN FAMILY 

J. E. MELENKA FAMILY WARWICK 
JOSEPH PAQUETTE FAMILY DONNELLY 


EMILE CAMMAERT FAMILY 
CHARLES KALLAL FAMILY 
ROY BALLHORN FAMILY 


J. G. POROZNI FAMILY 

Wa tOseOuD FAMILY _... .. ...._..._ __.__ S. EDMONTON 
FLOYD GILKYSON FAMILY LA GLACE 
VICTOR WATSON FAMILY 


JESSE COLE FAMILY 

JOHN LAMBERT FAMILY 

E. R. LEWIS FAMILY 

J. H. SCHMALTZ FAMILY 
JOHN SKRYPITSKY FAMILY 


FRANK JACKSON FAMILY 
ERNEST BELZIL FAMILY 


LESTER LOHR FAMILY 
BOWARU HYMAS FAMILY ... ....-.2.2-.2.-------- ROSEBUD 
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THE MASTER FARM FAMILY 
PROGRAM WAS INITIATED IN 
ALBERTA ON FEBRUARY 17, 1949. 


PT iS, POR Pu Tens OY ie eo tatine Fede 
ALBERTA GOVERNMENT WHICH 
SEEKS TO SELECT AND HONOR 
FARM FAMILIES WHO HAVE MADE 
AN OUTSTANDING SUCCESS OF 
FARMING, HOME - MAKING AND 
CITIZENSHIP. 
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